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The St. Thomas Journal of Law and Public Policy presents its Fall
Symposium, The Path to an Equitable Energy Transition, which will
explore the complex challenges of achieving a clean energy future
while prioritizing equity and justice. The event begins with a keynote
address focused on reimagining the clean energy transition,
highlighting the intricacies involved in reshaping energy markets to
ensure both sustainability and accessibility. Subsequent discussions
will emphasize the necessity of innovations that serve the public
interest while advancing a cleaner energy infrastructure.

The symposium will feature multiple panels, beginning with an
examination of the federal role in the energy transition, including
how artificial intelligence can enhance public participation in
regulatory processes. The discussions will also cover the importance
of microgrids in promoting energy justice and the need for
facilitating new projects. The second panel will address how energy
transitions affect marginalized communities, emphasizing equitable
access for Tribal Nations and restorative energy justice examples,
such as Hawaiʻi’s initiatives. The concluding panel will focus on
governance perspectives from various levels, discussing
international cooperation and the role of local utilities in fostering
equity and sustainability. An interactive roundtable will wrap up the
event, bringing together stakeholders to discuss emerging challenges
and actionable steps toward an equitable energy transition.
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The Journal of Law and Public Policy (JLPP) is a student-run
organization that promotes modern legal thought through analysis of
contemporary public policy. It hopes to raise awareness and provide
expert thought on timely public policy issues by utilizing several
forums, including academically-rigorous symposia, publication of
articles, community events, and the like. It welcomes all viewpoints in
order to sharpen and improve the public policies of the state and
federal governments of the United States of America. By
strengthening professional relationships, utilizing practical skills for
the workplace, and stimulating scholarly discussion, JLPP seeks to
provide students with an opportunity to develop their critical skills
and to make a meaningful contribution to legal professionals and
American society.

ST. THOMAS JOURNAL OF LAW & PUBLIC POLICY



Panel — The Federal Role in An Equitable Energy Transition9:30 a.m.

8:45 a.m. Keynote: Reimagining the Clean Energy Transition

Panelists - Joel Eisen, University of Richmond School of
Law; K.K. DuVivier, University of Denver Sturm College of
Law; James Coleman, University of Minnesota Law School

SYMPOSIUM AGENDA

Lincoln Davies, University of Utah, S.J. Quinney College of Law

8:30 a.m.

Daniel Kelly, Dean, University of St. Thomas School of Law

Anisa Omar, Editor in Chief, Journal of Law and Public Policy

Opening Remarks

11:00 a.m. Panel — Justice and Fairness in Energy

Panelists - Monika Ehrman, Southern Methodist University
Dedman School of Law; Richard Wallsgrove, University of
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa William S. Richardson School of Law; Ann
Eisenberg, West Virginia University College of Law

12:15 p.m. MSBA Public Utilities Section Announcement

12:30 p.m. Lunch

The keynote address focuses on reimagining the clean
energy transition, while highlighting the complexities of
reshaping energy markets to ensure both sustainability and
accessibility. The presentation will emphasize the need for
innovations that serve the broader public interest while
maintaining the momentum of a cleaner energy
infrastructure.

Moderator - Lindsey Broda, Symposium Editor, University
of St. Thomas Journal of Law and Public Policy

Moderator - Jenna Podgornik, Symposium Editor,
University of St. Thomas Journal of Law and Public Policy



SYMPOSIUM AGENDA

3:15 p.m. Panel — Emerging Issues Stakeholder Roundtable – Q&A

Panelists - Bernardo Busel Niedmann, Danish Energy
Agency; Renée Lani, American Public Gas Association;
Hwikwon Ham, Minnesota Public Utilities Commission;
Luke Peterson, Hibbing Public Utilities Commission

1:45 p.m. Panel — Equitable Energy Transition: Governing Perspectives

Panelists - Shubha Harris, Fresh Energy; Hanna Coleman,
Xcel Energy; Micah Revell, Stinson LLP; Allen Gleckner,
Fresh Energy

Moderator - Lisa Crum, Attorney and Faculty Adjunct,
University of St. Thomas School of Law

Moderator - Amy Wildermuth, Attorney and Visiting
Professor, University of St. Thomas School of Law

4:30 p.m. Closing Remarks

Kira Hackett, Managing Editor, University of St. Thomas
Journal of Law and Public Policy



development and governance of electricity markets in the United
States. His research has been sponsored by the U.S. Department of
Energy, the South Korean government, the Brookings Institution, the
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the Heising-Simons Foundation, among
others. He is coauthor of one of the nation’s leading energy law
textbooks. In 2012, he was named the McCloy Fellowship in
Environmental Policy and, in 2024, the Elizabeth Evatt Distinguished
Fellow at the University of Sydney Law School. He serves on the
faculty at the University of Utah S.J. Quinney College of Law, where
he is Executive Director for Energy, Resource, and Environment
Programs and Co-Director of the Wallace Stegner Center for Land,
Resources, and the Environment. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Lincoln Davies 
Professor of Law, S.J. Quinney
College of Law, University of Utah
Lincoln Davies is an internationally
recognized expert in energy law and
policy. He has written extensively on laws
that promote renewable energy, as well
as on the clean energy transition. His
most recent work focuses on the 



 
Bernardo Busel Niedmann 
Chief Advisor, Danish Energy Agency

Prior to joining the Danish Energy Agency, he was a partner at a law
firm in Santiago de Chile, where he specialized in energy law, and
advised clients from over 20 countries on national and international
litigation and transactions in the energy sector. 

Bernardo is Chief Advisor at the Danish
Energy Agency, with extensive expertise
in renewable energy regulation and
government-to-government cooperation
across countries including Colombia,
Brazil, Ukraine, Ethiopia, Indonesia,
Türkiye, Mexico, South Korea, and Chile.

Bernardo has also participated in high-level international forums,
including COP 29 and expert panels organized by UNCTAD and the
WTO. He frequently serves as a guest lecturer on energy law at
various universities across Europe. 

Bernardo holds an Advanced Master of Laws (Energy Law) from the
Universities of Copenhagen, Groningen, Aberdeen, and Oslo, as well
as an LL.B. from Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez, Chile. He is a recipient of
the International Bar Association SEERIL Scholarship and is admitted
to practice law in Chile. 

PANEL SPEAKERS



Hanna Coleman 
 Vice President and Deputy General 
Counsel, Xcel Energy
Hanna Coleman currently serves as Vice
President and Deputy General Counsel
at Xcel Energy where she leads several
teams in the legal department. The
teams she leads support the Company
across all its territories: the litigation

and claims teams, managing lawsuits and claims for damages; the
commercial group that handles contracting for major capital
acquisitions, procurement, renewable energy projects, and M&A
activity; and the labor and employment team supporting human
resources and bargaining workforces. In addition to her legal
experience, Hanna previously served as a Director on the Corporate
Development team negotiating the acquisition of wind and solar
projects. 

Hanna is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the
University of St. Thomas School of Law. Prior to joining the Company
in 2020, she practiced as a litigator at Faegre Baker Daniels (now
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath) and subsequently spent five years in
house at Boston Scientific in a divisional commercial generalist role.
She is a Minnesota native and grew up in St. Louis Park. 



law, contract law, and international energy development. Before
joining Minnesota, Professor Coleman taught at Southern Methodist
University's Dedman School of Law, the University of Calgary’s law
and business schools, and Harvard Law School. Professor Coleman
received two degrees from Harvard University—a J.D. and B.A. in
biology. As a result of his undergraduate thesis on butterfly genetics,
which required fieldwork in Central Asia, a species of lycaenid
butterfly was named after him—Agrodiaetus ripartii colemani. You
can follow him on X (formerly Twitter) at @EnergyLawProf. 

James W. Coleman 
Professor, University of Minnesota 
Law School
James Coleman is a Professor at the 
University of Minnesota Law School and 
a senior fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute. He specializes in
North American energy infrastructure,
transport, and trade. He teaches energy



Sherman & Howard and Arnold & Porter. She later worked as an
Assistant City Attorney for the City and County of Denver and as the
Reporter of Decisions for the Colorado Court of Appeals.

K.K. DuVivier 
John A. Carver, Jr. Chair in Natural 
Resources Law, University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law
After four years as the first woman
exploration geologist worldwide for a
French mineral company, K.K. DuVivier
attended law school and then practiced
in natural resources law with the firms of  

Professor DuVivier began teaching full-time at the University of
Colorado School of Law in 1990 and joined the faculty at DU in 2000
and is currently the John A. Carver Chair in Natural Resources Law.
Professor DuVivier served as the Director of DU’s Lawyering Process
and its Environmental and Natural Resources Law Programs. She
taught interdisciplinary courses and received a National Science
Foundation award to partner with an atmospheric scientist and an
economist to address wind farm impacts. Additionally, Professor
DuVivier has taught energy and renewable energy courses as a
visiting professor at Lewis & Clark Law School and at the University of
Houston Law Center. She currently coordinates the Colorado Solar
and Storage Coalition while also serving on the International
Advisory Board of the Sustainable Development Strategies Group. 



Environment, and the author of the comprehensive book Advanced
Introduction to Law and Renewable Energy. He has also authored
numerous books, book chapters, treatises, and law review articles on
electric utility regulation and clean and renewable energy topics. His
scholarship has appeared in journals at Harvard, UCLA, Duke, Florida,
Notre Dame, George Washington, Utah, Fordham, Illinois, Wake
Forest, U.C. Davis, and William & Mary law schools, among other
venues. In recognition of his contributions to scholarship, the
University of Richmond granted him its Distinguished Scholar Award
in 2022, Vermont Law School named him its Distinguished Energy
Law Scholar in 2019 and Richmond Law named him the inaugural
Austin Owen Research Fellow for 2013-2018. His article, “Residential
Renewable Energy: By Whom?,” was honored as one of the top four
environmental law articles of 2011. In addition to courses in energy
law, he teaches courses in federal administrative law and
environmental law and policy. Professor Eisen is a graduate of the
Stanford Law School (J.D. 1985) and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (B.S. degree in Civil Engineering in 1981). 

Joel Eisen 
Professor of Law, University of
Richmond School of Law
Since joining the Richmond Law faculty
in 1994, Professor Joel Eisen has had an
illustrious career as a prolific and well-
respected energy law scholar. He is a
co-author of a widely adopted textbook
on energy law, Energy, Economics and the 



Ann Eisenberg is a Professor of Law and 
Research Director for the Center for 
Energy and Sustainable Development at 
West Virginia University College of Law. 
Before joining the WVU faculty in 2023, she was a faculty member at
the University of South Carolina School of Law from 2016 to 2023.
Professor Eisenberg received her J.D. from Cornell Law School and her
B.A. in French and Linguistics from Cornell University. 

Ann Eisenberg 
Professor and Research Director of the 
Center of Energy and Sustainable 
Development, West Virginia University 
College of Law

Monika Ehrman 
Professor of Law, Southern Methodist
University Dedman School of Law
Monika Ehrman is a Professor of Law at
SMU Dedman School of Law and a
professor of Engineering (by courtesy)
in the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at SMU Lyle
School of Engineering. She directs the 

Energy, Environmental, and Natural Resource Studies at the law
school, and she teaches and conducts research in the areas of natural
resources, energy, mining, property, and environmental law and
policy. She is principal investigator of a multi-year team grant from
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to study the impact of the clean energy
transition on Native American communities. She is also currently
researching the mischaracterization of natural resources in property
law, atmospheric modification, mining, and outer space resources. She
holds a B. Sci. from the University of Alberta, a J.D. from the SMU
Dedman School of Law, and a L.L.M. from Yale Law School. 



imperative to dramatically reduce carbon emissions from the electric
sector by increasing the deployment of wind, solar, storage, and other
carbon-free electricity strategies, phasing out coal and fossil gas, and
securing the grid infrastructure needed for a carbon-neutral future. 
 
As a technical policy expert, Allen identifies and leads the Clean
Electricity team’s work on key dockets at the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission and participates in the Midcontinent
Independent System Operator’s stakeholder process. He oversees
participation and expert testimony by Fresh Energy staff and
consultants and provides technical support for partners and
coalitions. Allen is a state and regional expert on clean energy in the
electric system, transmission planning and wholesale electricity
markets, utility business models, and other issues. Beyond the electric
sector, Allen steers Fresh Energy’s overall approach to achieving our
mission and vision through regulatory action. 
 
A member of the Fresh Energy team since 2014, Allen previously
worked as a Staff Attorney at the Environmental Law and Policy
Center. Allen graduated Summa Cum Laude from Washington
University in St. Louis with a bachelor’s degree in political science and
holds a Juris Doctorate from Stanford Law School. He is a licensed
attorney and member of the Minnesota Bar Association’s Public
Utility Law Section. 

Allen Gleckner 
Executive Lead of Policy and 
Programs, Fresh Energy
Allen Gleckner guides Fresh Energy’s
programmatic work. In his role as
executive lead, policy and programs, he
ensures Fresh Energy sets and meets
ambitious goals across all programmatic
work. He leads Fresh Energy’s strategic 



Hwikwon Ham 
Commissioner, Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission
Hwikwon Ham was appointed to the
Public Utilities Commission by
Governor Walz, on January 3, 2024.
Commissioner Ham has spent 20+
years in state government working on
energy issues. 
  
Most recently, he was the supervisor for the regional energy program
within the Commission. Prior to his tenure with the PUC, he was an
energy rates analyst with the Minnesota Department of Commerce.
He received a bachelor's degree from the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign and a master's degree in economics from the
University of Minnesota.

His expertise lies in ensuring grid reliability, fostering efficient energy
markets, guiding transmission planning, and advocating for equitable
transmission cost allocation. Commissioner Ham has defended
Minnesota interests within the complex landscape of federally
regulated Regional Transmission Organizations and engaged in the
MISO stakeholder process. He has served as a staff member of the
Organization of MISO States and led the Market Work Group.



Shubha Harris currently works at Fresh
Energy as an Equitable Energy Policy
Consultant. Shubha’s work will focus on
the intersection of equity and
affordability in dockets at the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
and in state legislation. 
 
Prior to joining Fresh Energy, Shubha worked as a Regulatory
Attorney for Xcel Energy. While at Xcel Energy, Shubha represented
the company before the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission on a
variety of dockets related to distribution, service quality, and
performance-based ratemaking. Shubha also co-led the Equity
Stakeholder Advisory Group, a consortium of approximately 40
community-based organizations, to better understand how to serve
communities of color.

Shubha started her career in Teach for America and taught 7th grade
in Patterson, New Jersey. Afterward, she worked for U.S. Senators
Mark Dayton and Amy Klobuchar before heading to law school. After
law school, Shubha clerked on the United States District Court of
Minnesota and at the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. She then
worked in private practice at Stinson Leonard Street and Jones Day.

Shubha Harris 
Equitable Energy Policy Consultant, 
Fresh Energy



compliance issues, including organizational governance and
engagement in legal challenges. Prior to becoming APGA's first in-
house counsel, she previously served as the Director of Regulatory
Affairs. In that position, she advocated on behalf of her members
before federal regulatory bodies – such as DOE, FERC, EPA, and HUD
– and national and international code and standards development
organizations – including ICC, ASHRAE, NFPA, and NAESB. Prior to
joining APGA, Renée was a Manager with the American Chemistry
Council’s Chemical Products and Technology Division. In her role, she
managed several self-funded sector groups focused on specific
chemistries, developing and leading their international, federal, and
state advocacy efforts. Renée holds Bachelor of Science degrees in
Chemical Engineering and Energy, Business, & Finance, both from the
Pennsylvania State University. Renée also has her Juris Doctor from
the Maryland Carey School of Law where she completed certificate
programs in both Business and Environmental law. She is a member in
good standing of the D.C. and Maryland bars. 

Renée Lani 
General Counsel, American Public Gas
Association
Renée Lani has served as General
Counsel for the American Public Gas
Association (APGA) since January 2024.
In her role, she serves APGA’s not-for-
profit community-owned gas utility
members by managing legal and



northern Minnesota’s natural resources, experience, and local pride.
HPU serves a population of 16,000 on Minnesota’s Iron Range with
electric, water, gas, and district heating. HPU is the first utility in the
country to adopt a Restorative Utility Plan to use the utility as the
center of a local renaissance of reliability, energy sustainability, and
economic growth.

Luke Peterson 
General Manager, Hibbing Public 
Utilities Commission  
Luke Peterson is the General Manager
of Hibbing Public Utilities (HPU), a
community-owned utility with
community and people at its core.
HPU's energy transition is grounded in

Born and raised in Northern Minnesota, Luke received a B.A. in
Economics and International Relations (IR) from Carleton College.
Luke’s background in IR & economics served him well with
investment banking, corporate finance, and international
development. His educational background took him to New York,
Geneva, and Minneapolis before Northern Minnesota called him
home for utility work over the last 14 years. Luke has served with
IOU’s and Municipal Utilities focusing on business model evolution.
Luke has served as the General Manager of Hibbing Public Utilities
since 2021. Under his leadership HPU become the first utility in the
nation to adopt a Restorative Utility Develop Plan to lead resurgence
of local economic growth with the utility’s infrastructure, committed
to help build a more sustainable, prosperous, and resilient community
in the future. Luke is passionate about economic development, energy
policy, and building up communities through strong and engaged
utility service. Luke serves on the board of the American Public Gas
Association, Utility 2030 Collaborative, Minnesota Municipal Utilities
Association Government Affairs Committee, and Hibbing Grey
Hound Bus Museum (yes, the Greyhound bus company is from
Hibbing, along with Bob Dylan, Kevin McHale, and the Iron that build
most of the U.S.’s infrastructure prior to 1950). 



Partner, Stinson LLP
Micah Revell is a partner at Stinson,
where he focuses on energy law with a
particular emphasis on renewable
energy and environmental matters. He
regularly represents lenders and
investors in financing distributed solar
and storage projects across the United

Micah Revell 

He also advises clients on Renewable Energy Certificate (REC)
transactions and sustainability compliance, recently securing a
route permit from the Minnesota PUC for a renewable natural gas
pipeline developer. 

In his environmental practice, Micah provides counsel on natural
resource management, environmental compliance, and litigation. He
also has extensive experience representing clients in environmental
litigation, particularly related to site contamination and agency
requests for information. 

States having advised on transactions totaling over $175 million. His
expertise extends to interconnection, power purchase agreements,
environmental, permitting, and operational matters. 

In Minnesota, Micah has represented multiple solar developers
before the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission on interconnection
disputes and provides regulatory counsel on distributed generation
compliance across numerous states and federal courts. 

Micah also represents utilities, large utility customers, and
developers in power and gas supply negotiations, construction
agreements, and equipment supply contracts for wind and solar
projects. He has guided utility-scale wind and solar developers
through project acquisition diligence, permitting, regulatory
compliance, and defended permits in administrative challenges. 



Richard Wallsgrove 
Associate Professor of Law, University 
of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa William S. 
Richardson School of Law
Richard Wallsgrove is an Associate
Professor of Law and Co-Director of
the Environmental Law Program at the
William S. Richardson School of Law at
the University of Hawaii at Manoa.

His scholarship focuses on the clean energy transition and related
issues at the nexus of environmental law and business law. Richard
Wallsgrove is an Associate Professor of Law and Co-Director of the
Environmental Law Program at the William S. Richardson School of
Law at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. His scholarship focuses on
the clean energy transition and related issues at the nexus of
environmental law and business law. He also serves as the Director of
the School’s Environmental Law Clinic, working on a variety of energy,
climate, and environmental matters for community clients. He is a co-
author of the Pacific chapter of the Fifth U.S. National Climate
Assessment, and his scholarship appears in journals such the UCLA
Journal of Environmental Law & Policy, Energies, and the Vermont Law
Review. In 2024 he was honored with the University of Hawaiʻi
Regents’ Medal for Teaching Excellence. He has also served as the
Distinguished Climate Law Scholar at the Vermont Law and Graduate
School, and the Haub Visiting Scholar at Pace Law School. Prior to
joining the William S. Richardson School of Law, he served as the
Policy Director for the Blue Planet Foundation, where he helped to
spearhead regulatory and legislative advocacy, including working to
pass the nation’s first 100% renewable portfolio standard. He has
also worked with the Pacific Regional Integrated Sciences and
Assessments program to analyze  climate change adaptation tools for
managing water resources in the Pacific.
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