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EDUCATION 

 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, J.D., June 2003                      Cambridge, MA            

• J.D. Paper: “Civic Networks Leading Democratic Innovations: 

Social Capital for Value Creation” added to Harvard Law School  
Library per request of Professor, (Grade: A+) 

• Designed and led an international independent clinical project 

• Co-President of Harvard Latin American Law Society (led delegations 

to Mexico, Argentina, and Chile) 

 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, LL.M., June 1999                      Cambridge, MA 

• Thesis: “Making Rights Reality: Child Welfare as a Cornerstone for 

Venezuelan Development” (Grade: A) 

(Available at the Harvard Law School Library) 
 

UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA ANDRES BELLO (UCAB), LL.B., 1996             Caracas, Venezuela 

• Appointed to Student Professorship by University President 

• Elected President of the Law School Government 

• Elected (twice) to University Board by entire student body  

(11,000 students) 

• Awarded scholarship Program in International Business Transactions 

• Awarded 40th Anniversary of the University Full Scholarship Prize (for  

best law-related paper) 

• Founded and led volunteer program for children under state custody 

 

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE AND APPOINTMENTS 

 

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS SCHOOL OF LAW                            Minneapolis, MN  

       Full Professor (2017), Associate Professor (2009), Assistant Professor (2006)          2006-Present 

       Deputy to the Dean for International Legal Studies,            2013-2022  

University Faculty Senator representing the School of Law                                         2011-Present 
Founder and Executive Director of the 

International Dispute Resolution Research Network (IDRRN)                                     2006-Present           

https://www.stthomas.edu/idrrn/ 

 

WORLD TRADE INSTITUTE                              Bern, Switzerland 

Faculty 2013 

 

 UNIVERSIDAD ALFONSO X, EL SABIO                                                                  Madrid, Spain 

             Lecturer of Law                                                                                                                 April 2005 

 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, COLLEGE OF LAW                                                      Iowa City, IA  

Visiting Scholar                                                                                                                 2005-2006 

 

 

 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL                                                                                        Cambridge, MA 
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   Visiting Researcher                                                                                 September 1999-June 2000 

Projects in comparative corporate access to international courts  

and in social development 

 

UNIVERSIDAD CATÓLICA ANDRÉS BELLO                                                Caracas, Venezuela                         

Student Professor, Criminal Law 1995-1996 

Tutor, Juridical Logic                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                            

UNIVERSIDAD METROPOLITANA                                                                  Caracas, Venezuela 

Visiting Lecturer  2000-2002 

Co-taught honors classes on public leadership, civic engagement,  

and multi-party negotiation                                                                                                

 

LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

 

INDEPENDENT                                                                                                         Des Moines, IA      

      Attorney and Scholar January-July 2005 

• Provided legal advice regarding major wills, property transactions,  

in Venezuela 

• Conducted civic leadership workshops with local Hispanic community      

 

DAVIS POLK & WARDWELL                                                                                   New York, NY                             

Associate                                                                                                 September-December 2004 

Summer Associate                                                                                                  June-August 2002 

 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF ARBITRATION (ICC)                                       Paris, France 

      Judicial Intern                                                                                                         July-August 2001 

 

CORPORACION ANDINA DE FOMENTO                                                       Caracas, Venezuela 
Legal Intern (for multi-lateral financial institution)                                              July-August 1999                                   

  

CENTRAL AMERICAN COURT OF JUSTICE                                         Managua, Nicaragua                                                                                                        

Judicial Intern to Founding Chief Justice Giammattei Avilés                                            July 1999 

Researched and wrote legal memoranda about comparative access of  

corporations to the court 

 

EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE                                                 Luxembourg City, Luxembourg 

Judicial Intern to Chief Justice Rodriguez Iglesias                                                         June 1999 

Examined individual and corporate access to supra-national courts 
 

VENEZUELAN SUPREME COURT OF JUSTICE                                      Caracas, Venezuela 

Judicial Clerk to Justice Calcaño de Temeltas                                      September-December 1997 

 

CORIMON S.A.C.A. (Major Venezuelan Corporation) Caracas, Venezuela 

Legal Intern 1995 

 

 

SELECTED PUBLIC LECTURES AND ENGAGEMENTS 
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2023 ABA SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION  Virtual 

SPRING CONFERENCE May 18-22, 2020 

     “United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 
       and Dispute Resolution's Future” 

 

2020 ABA SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION  Virtual 

VIRTUAL SPRING CONFERENCE May 18-22, 2020 

     “Can Integrating Dispute System Design Across the Law School                      

      Curriculum Foster More Innovative and Effective Lawyers?”   

 

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS LAW JOURNAL                               Minneapolis, MN 

EDITOR IN CHIEF LECTURE:                      February 21, 2020                                        

 “Innovative Strategies for Conflict Management:                                                   
       Improving Investor-State Relations to Propel Global Growth” 

 

FORDHAM LAW SCHOOL: LAW REVIEW SYMPOSIUM                                   New York, NY 

“Achieving Access to Justice Through ADR: Fact or Fiction?”                            November 1, 2019 

 

2019 ABA SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION  Minneapolis, MN 

SPRING CONFERENCE April 12, 2019 

     “Who are the Clients in Dispute System Design? 

     The Impact of Context and Culture” 
 

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS                                                             June 21, 2018 

SYMPOSIUM OF THE JOHN A. RYAN INSTITUTE:                             Minneapolis, MN 

 “Shared Decision Systems Design (SDSD): Leaders of Leaders  

 Orchestrating Collective Innovation to Advance the Common Good” 

 

2018 ABA SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION April 7, 2018 

SPRING CONFERENCE Washington, DC 

“Democracy and Conflict Over Policy:  

The State, Local Participation, and People” 

 

19TH ANNUAL SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION  April 19-22, 2017 

ABA SPRING CONFERENCE  San Francisco, CA 

“Dispute Systems in Context: Who Do They Benefit” 

(with Lisa Blomgren Amsler – Indiana University School of Public and  

Environmental Affairs; and Janet Martinez – Stanford Law School) 

 

ST. THOMAS UNIVERSITY INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM INSTITUTE  St. Paul, MN 

THE GLOBAL CLASSROOM  February 24, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARDOZO JOURNAL OF CONFLICT RESOLUTION November 7, 2016 
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JED. MELNICK ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM  New York, NY 

POUND CONFERENCE: WHERE DO WE COME FROM,  

WHAT WE ARE, WHERE WE ARE GOING 

      Designing Dispute Resolution Processes: The Multi-Door Courthouse and  
      Beyond “Shared Decisions System Design: Using the Multi-Door Courthouse  

      to Strengthen Investor-State and Community Relationships in  

Natural Resource-Seeking Investment” 

 

18TH ANNUAL SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION  April 7-9, 2016  

ABA SPRING CONFERENCE  New York, NY 

“The New Normal: Fast-forwarding Dispute System  

Design in a ‘Majority-Minority’ World” 

(with Rafael Gely – University of Missouri School of Law; and 

Jacqueline Font-Guzman – Creighton University School of Law) 
 

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS LAW JOURNAL  November 13, 2015 

FALL SYMPOSIUM  Minneapolis, MN 

DISPUTE SYSTEM DESIGN: JUSTICE,  

ACCOUNTABILITY, AND IMPACT 

 “Enough of My Way or the Highway: Dispute System  

Design as a Catalyst to Move from Assimilation to Integration” 

 

HAMLINE DISPUTE RESOLUTION INSTITUTE  October 22-24, 2015 

2015 SYMPOSIUM  St. Paul, MN 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND DECISION-MAKING:  

MOVING FROM DYSFUNCTION AND POLARIZATION  

TO DIALOGUE AND UNDERSTANDING 

Participant    

 

17TH ANNUAL SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION                              April 15-18, 2015  

 ABA SPRING CONFERENCE                                                                                          Seattle, WA 

 LEGAL EDUCATORS COLLOQUIUM  

“What Do You Do When You Don’t Know What to Do?  
Integrating International Students into Your Dispute Resolution Courses” 

(with Brian Pappas - Michigan State University College of Law;  

Janet Martinez - Stanford Law School; and  

Sukhisimranjit Singh - Willamette University College of Law) 

 

17TH ANNUAL SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION                                    April 15-18, 2015 

ABA SPRING CONFERENCE                                                                                         Seattle, WA  

“Designing Voice and Processes for Participation in Governance”  

(with Lisa Blomgren Amsler – Indiana University School of Public and  

Environmental Affairs; and Janet Martinez – Stanford Law School) 
 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS, MURPHY INSTITUTE                                   February 5, 2015  
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CAPITAL IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY                                                             St. Paul, MN 

AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE: A UST ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION  

“Beyond Governments and Corporations:  

Including Civic Society in Public Decision-Making” 
 

THE VINCENT AND ELINOR OSTROM WORKSHOP                         October 28-29, 2014  

IN POLITICAL THEORY AND POLICY ANALYSIS                                          Bloomington, IN 

BOOK MANUSCRIPT REVIEW, STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Commenter 

“Overview of the Book: Dispute System Design:  

Preventing, Managing, and Resolving Conflict”   

 

16TH ANNUAL SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION                                   April 2-5, 2014                                    

ABA SPRING CONFERENCE              Miami, FL                           
“Are We Doing It Right? Rethinking Cultural Assumptions in ADR Training”  

(with Paul Kirgis – St. John’s University School of Law; and  

Sukhsimranjit Singh – Willamette University College of Law) 

 

15TH ANNUAL SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION                                   April 3-6, 2013 

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION                                                         Washington, DC 

INTERNATIONAL SECTION              

DAY-LONG PROGRAM   

“A Window into the Future: Adding Mediation to the Process Choices 
 Global Investment Disputes” 

(with Susan Franck – Washington and Lee University School of Law;  

Andrea Schneider – Marquette University Law School;  

Nancy Welsh – Penn State Law; and Jeremy Lack – Swiss Lawyer) 

 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY- MORITZ COLLEGE OF LAW               November 9, 2012 

“Co-Mediation in Investor-State Disputes:                                                    Columbus, OH  

Exploring Potential Changes in Cross-Cultural Contexts” 

 

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS (UNLV)      February 23-25, 2012  

DEMOCRACY AND THE WORKPLACE       Las Vegas, NV 

“Designs for Voice at the Workplace”         

    

THE 14TH ANNUAL ADR INSTITUTE                      October 14-15, 2011 

“How Are Law Schools Teaching ADR?”                          Minneapolis, MN 

   

ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH      April 3, 2011 

CROSS-CULTURAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION WITHIN  Minneapolis, MN 

AMERICAN-LATINO FAMILIES   

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS SCHOOL OF LAW  March 16, 2011 
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COMMUNITY JUSTICE PROJECT  Minneapolis, MN  

HOW ARE THE CHILDREN? PART IV: THE IMPACT   

OF PARENTAL INCARCERATION ON CHILDREN  

“The Need for Stakeholder Participation in the Decision-Making   
Process of Policies Relating to Parental Incarceration”  

 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA LAW SCHOOL  November 18-20, 2010 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC LAW IN A TIME OF CHANGE:  Minneapolis, MN 

REASSESSING LEGAL THEORY, DOCTRINE, METHODOLOGY, 

AND POLICY PRESCRIPTIONS  

      “Building Conflict Resolution Capacity and Frameworks   

for Sustainable Implementation of IIAs in Latin America”       

 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI SCHOOL OF LAW  October 15, 2010 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION  Columbia, MO  

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION AND THE RULE OF LAW:  

MAKING THE CONNECTION  

“From Noise to Music: Using the Multi-Door Courthouse in an Integrative       

Conflict Management System to Promote Inclusion and Rule of Law  

in Latin America”  

 

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY EIGHTH ICAR-OAS SUMMER  May 24-June 4, 2010 

WORKSHOP  Fairfax, VA 

BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE IN LATIN AMERICA   

“ADR as a Catalyst for Citizen Participation in Latin America”   

“Developing Capacities: Dispute System Design, Conflict Management,    

 and Dispute Resolution”    

WASHINGTON AND LEE LAW SCHOOL AND UNCTAD  March 29, 2010 

SYMPOSIUM ON INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT AND ADR  Lexington, VA  

“Exploring Practical Applications of Conflict Management 

System Design in Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs)”    

   

FORDHAM LAW SCHOOL  November 6, 2009  

DISPUTING SYSTEMS AND CULTURE CONFERENCE New York, NY  

“Promoting a Culture of Inclusion through Participatory ADR”  

   

10TH ANNUAL SECTION OF DISPUTE RESOLUTION    April 3-5, 2008 

AMERICAN BAR ASSOTIATION  Seattle, WA   

Panelist: “90 Minutes Around the World:                              

International ADR Developments and Trends”       

 

UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS LAW JOURNAL SYMPOSIUM  March 7, 2008 

LATIN AMERICA: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & SOCIAL JUSTICE    Minneapolis, MN 
“The Promise of ADR for Latin America” 

 

 

 

 

LAW & SOCIETY       June 2-5, 2005                                                             
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      Presentation on “Investing Judicial Capital: The Multi-Door Courthouse                Las Vegas, NV   

as an Alternative for Democracy, Development, and Human Rights in   

      Latin America”        

    
INTER-AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION                                                     July 9-13, 2002  

Invited lecturer at the Section of Justices and Judges                                      Cochabamba, Bolivia     

“The Potential of the Multi-door Courthouse: Cultural Transformation  

through the Judiciaries of Latin America” 

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

 

ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRY, Edward Elgar Publishing, Forthcoming  

 INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC LAW ENCYCLOPEDIA (editors Krista Nadakavukaren Schefer & Thomas 

Cottier) “Investor-State Conflict Management” (with Roberto Echandi) 
 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE, St. Thomas Law Journal, Anniversary Publication, 2022 

     “A New Playbook to Win Without Compromise: Executive Strategies to Leverage Culture and Conflict, 

     Unlock the Power of Unity, and Satisfy All”   

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE, St. Thomas Law Journal, Conflict Management Symposium, 2021  

     “Beyond Investor-State Disputes: Intercultural Capacity Building to Optimize Negotiation, Mediation, 

     and Conflict Management”  

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE, St. Thomas Law Journal, Conflict Management Symposium, 2021 

      “Introduction to the Symposium: Innovative Strategies for Conflict Management: Improving Investor- 

      State Relations to Propel Global Growth” (with Roberto Echandi & Maureen Lodoen) 

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE, Fordham Law Review, 2020  

 “Remedy Without Diagnosis: How to Optimize Results by Leveraging the Appropriate Dispute 

Resolution and Shared Decision-Making Process” 

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE, Ohio State Journal on Dispute Resolution, 2020  

 “A New Dance on the Global Stage: Introducing a Cultural Value-Based Toolbox to Optimize 
Problem-Solving, Innovation, and Growth”  

 

BUSINESS REVIEW ARTICLE, Springer, 2019  

 “God’s Participatory Vision of a Global Symphony: Catholic Business Leaders Integrating Talents 

through Dispute and Shared Decision System Design”  (with Rachana Chhin) 

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE, Negotiation and Conflict Management Research, 2019 

 “The Scathingly Brilliant Scholarship of Lisa Blomgren Amsler (Formerly Bingham)” (with Lipsky, 

David B., Nabatchi, Tina, & O'Leary, Rosemary) 

 

BOOK, West Publishing, 2019  

 INTERNATIONAL MEDIATION GLOBAL ISSUES SERIES (with Jacqueline Nolan-Haley & Ellen E. Deason) 

 

 

 

ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRY, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2017  
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 INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC LAW ENCYCLOPEDIA (editors Krista Nadakavukaren Schefer & Thomas 

Cottier) “Investor-State Conflict Management: Systemic Investment Response Mechanisms (SIRMs) 

and Shared Decisions System Design (SDSD)” (with Roberto Echandi) 

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE, Cardozo Conflict Resolution Journal, 2017 

“A New Chapter in Natural Resource-Seeking Investment: Using Shared Decisions System  

Design (SDSD) to Strengthen Investor-State and Community Relationships" 

 

INTRODUCTION, St. Thomas Law Journal, Dispute System Design: Justice, Accountability,  

      and Impact Symposium, 2017 

“Leveraging on Disruption: The Potential of Dispute System Design for Justice, Accountability,  

and Impact in Our Global Economy” 

 

SHORT ARTICLE, International Dispatch: ABA Dispute Resolution Magazine, Spring 2015 
      “30 Years of Dispute Resolution in Latin America”  

 

BOOK CHAPTER, Cambridge University Press, 2013 

  POVERTY AND THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC LEGAL SYSTEM  

“From Problem to Potential: The Need to Go Beyond Investor-State Disputes 

 and Integrate Civil Society, Investors and State at the Local Level” 

 

BOOK SECTION, ESSAY, The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb), 2013 

A ONE TRICK PONY - USING MEDIATION IN THE WIDER CONTEXT, THE 5TH MEDIATION,  
Symposium Book of Proceedings  

“Exploring the Core Skills for Mediation Across the Board” 

 

BOOK SECTION, ESSAY, The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb), 2013 

A ONE TRICK PONY - USING MEDIATION IN THE WIDER CONTEXT, THE 5TH MEDIATION,  

Symposium Book of Proceedings  

“Global Opportunities and Conflicts: The Need for Cross-Cultural Mediation” 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE, University of Missouri Journal of Dispute Resolution, 2013 

“From Noise to Music: The Potential of the Multi-Door Courthouse Model to Advance  

Systemic Inclusion and Participation as a Foundation for a Sustainable Rule of Law  
in Latin America” 

 

BOOK CO-EDITOR, Fundação Getulio Vargas, Editora FGV, in Portuguese, 2012 

TRIBUNAL MULTIPORTAS: INVESTINDO NO CAPITAL SOCIAL PARA MAXIMIZAR O SISTEMA  

DE SOLUÇÃO DE CONFLITOS NO BRASIL (with Rafael Almeida and Tanya Almeida) 

 

UN ARTICLE, UNCTAD Publication, 2011  

INVESTOR–STATE DISPUTES: PREVENTION AND ALTERNATIVES TO ARBITRATION II 

“From Paper to People: ADR Capacity Building and a Framework of Sustainable  

Implementation for BITs to Increase Satisfaction of Investor-State Interests” 

 

 

 

 

BOOK CHAPTER, Kluwer Law International, 2011 
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  ADR IN BUSINESS: PRACTICE AND ISSUES ACROSS COUNTRIES AND CULTURES,  

“Securing Investment: Innovative Business Strategies for Conflict Management  

in Latin America” 

 

BOOK CHAPTER GZ Editores, 2011 

       ASPECTOS ATUAIS SOBRE A MEDIAÇÃO E OUTROS MÉTODOS EXTRA E JUDICIAIS DE RESOLUÇÃO  

       DE CONFLITOS, “Capitalizing on Diversity: Building Capacity for Effective Participation  

      in Dispute System Design” 

 

ABA ARTICLE ABA International Dispute Resolution News, Winter 2009/2010 

“A Glance from 30,000 Feet: The Complexity and Promise of Conflict Resolution  

in Latin America” 

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE Cardozo Journal of Conflict Resolution, Spring 2009 
“Building the Latin America We Want: Supplementing Representative Democracies with  

Consensus Building” 

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE University of St. Thomas Law Review, Fall 2008 

“A Dialogue between Prof. Frank Sander and Prof. Mariana Hernandez Crespo: Exploring  

the Evolution of the Multi-door Courthouse” 

 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLE Cardozo Journal of Conflict Resolution, Fall 2008 

“A Systemic Perspective of ADR in Latin America: Enhancing the Shadow of the Law  
through Citizen Participation”    

 

ROLE SIMULATIONS for National ABA Representation  

      in Mediation Competition, 2008-2017 (co-author) 

 

VIDEO SERIES  

      Optimal Solutions (copyright 2007) 

It has been used in Brazil by professional mediators, including representatives from different  

sectors of society—lawyers, judges, law professors, and law students, as well as leaders  

in business, nonprofit, and low-income communities.  
 

VIDEO SERIES  

      Civic Networks Leading Democratic Innovation (copyright 2002)  

It has been used by the members of the Executive and Administrative teams of the UST  

International ADR Research Network. 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND COMMITTEE ENGAGEMENTS  

 

American Bar Association––Associate 2007 – present  

Member of the ABA Section of Dispute Resolution’s Law School Committee  2007 – 2018 

Co-Chair, ABA Section of Dispute Resolution’s Law School Committee  2009 – 2015 

National Representation in Mediation Competition Coordination  2009 – 2015 

National Legal Educators Colloquium  2009 – 2015 
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Committee Member, Section of Dispute Resolution’s Scholarly Award Committee 2010 – 2015 

Mediators Beyond Borders and JAMS Foundation 2009 – 2011 

Advisor for Ecuador Mediation Project  

Drafting Group IBA Rules for Investor-State Mediation 2011 – 2012 

Inter-American Bar Association––Life Member 1999 – present 

Venezuelan Bar Association––Member 1996 – present 

 

ADDITIONAL COURSEWORK 

 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKELEY                                                     Berkeley, CA 

Oral History Summer Institute, Summer 2005  
 

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY OF ST. LOUIS LAW SCHOOL                             St. Louis, MO 

Empirical Legal Research, Spring 2005 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

Fluent in English and Spanish  

 

Familiar with Portuguese, Italian, French, and Latin 
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