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ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
 

University of St. Thomas School of Law, Minneapolis Minnesota 
Associate Professor of Law (2025-current) 
Assistant Professor of Law (2022-2025) 
Adjunct Professor of Law (2006-2014) 

• Tenure-track appointment in 2022 
• Teach Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure 1 and 2, and Wrongful Convictions  
• Pro bono work in innocence cases including successful release from prison of two 

innocent clients and a pardon based on actual innocence of another client. 
 

University of Minnesota Law School, Minneapolis Minnesota 
Adjunct Professor of Law (2005-2022) 

• Developed and taught seminar course, Wrongful Convictions.    
• Developed and supervised clinical course, Innocence Clinic, at Mitchell Hamline School 

of Law and at the University of Minnesota Law School. Supervised law students working 
on post-conviction claims of innocence. Worked with students to secure the release seven 
wrongly convicted men. 
 

Mitchell Hamline School of Law (formerly Hamline University Law School and William 
Mitchell College of Law), St. Paul Minnesota 
Adjunct Professor of Law (2005-2022) 

• Developed and taught seminar course, Wrongful Convictions.    
• Developed and supervised clinical course, Innocence Clinic, at Mitchell Hamline School 

of Law and at the University of Minnesota Law School. Supervised law students working 
on post-conviction claims of innocence. Worked with students to secure the release seven 
wrongly convicted men. 
 

EDUCATION 
 

University of Minnesota Law School – Minneapolis, MN 
J.D., cum laude, top quartile, 1995 
 
University of Minnesota – Minneapolis, MN 
B.A., Major- Speech/Communications, 1992 
 

 
 
 
 



ARTICLES 
 
In Brady’s Blindspot: Prosecutorial Ethics in the Age of Exoneration, 78 S.C. L. REV. ___ 
(forthcoming 2027) available at https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5400781 
 
The Canary in the Coalmine Flew Away: Lessons from Google and the Courts to Make Law 
Enforcement Searches Using Location Data Technology Compliant with the Fourth Amendment. 
16 FED. CT. L. REV. 31 (2024) 
available at https://www.fclr.org/content/uploads/2024/10/Jonas-Article-Final.pdf, and 
https://ssrn.com/abstract=5002032 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.5002032 
 
Unequal Funding Compounds Tragedy: Failures in Defending Shaken Baby Syndrome Charges, 
96 TEMPLE L. REV. 135 (2024),  
available at https://www.templelawreview.org/article/unequal-funding-compounds-tragedy-
failures-in-defending-against-shaken-baby-syndrome-charges-2/, and 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4406484 
 
The Trouble with Eyewitness Testimony: Toward a Model Jury Instruction on Witness Accounts, 
BENCH AND BAR OF MINNESOTA (1/8/2020) (co-author with Javon Bindman and David Herr) 
 
True Independence for Medical Examiners Equals Due Process for Criminal Defendants and 
More Efficiencies in the Criminal Justice System, 37 WM. MITCHELL L. REV. 2 (2011) 
 

 
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

 
“Advances in Surveillance Technology and the Fourth Amendment” Federal Bar Association – 
Panel Discussion (2026) 
 
“The Surge of ICE in the Twin Cities: Law Professors on the Issues” University of St. Thomas 
School of Law - Panel Discussion (2026) 

 
“Gun Ownership for Self-Defense? Is it the Right Thing to Do?” Debate with Professor Greg 
Sisk for the Murphy Institute (2023) 
 
“The Wrongful Conviction of Michael Hansen,” University of St. Thomas School of Law (May, 
2023) 
 
“Wrongful Convictions: Causes and Remedies,” CLE – various venues including the Minnesota 
Judicial Center, Minnesota CLE Center, law firms, as well as Hennepin, Washington and Dakota 
County Government Centers (2009-2022)  
 
“Problems with Eyewitness Identification,” CLE – various venues including Minnesota Law 
Library, Minnesota CLE Center, Ramsey County Public Defender’s Office (2015-2022) 
 



 

 

“Post-conviction Process,” CLE – various venues including Minnesota State Bar Association 
(2011-2022) 
 
“Utilizing DNA Testing in a Post-conviction Setting,” CLE – various venues including 
Department of Justice Grant Training (2010-2022) 
 
Regular presenter at non-CLEs for a large variety of community groups including affinity 
groups, churches, schools and workplaces   
 

 
SELECTED MEDIA 

 
Court Overturns Murder Conviction After Finding 'Geofence' Warrant Too Broad available at 
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2026/04/15/court-overturns-murder-conviction-after-finding-
geofence-warrant-too-broad 

 
Cell Phone Privacy Protected Under New Minnesota Supreme Court Ruling available at 
https://www.kare11.com/video/news/local/breaking-the-news/cell-phone-privacy-protected-
under-new-minnesota-supreme-court-ruling/89-2305bede-e543-405b-b5f7-3338458496e2# 
 
Long Exonerated for Crime He Didn’t Commit, Minnesota Man Finally Gets a Pardon, available 
at https://www.startribune.com/minnesota-officials-pardon-man-who-spent-10-years-in-prison-
for-crime-he-didnt-commit/601415253 
 
Man Whose Murder Conviction Was Vacated After 16 Years is Freed and Speaks Publicly for 
the First Time, available at https://www.startribune.com/man-whose-murder-conviction-was-
vacated-after-16-years-is-freed-and-speaks-publicly-for-the-first-time/601180028 
 
Minnesota Man’s Murder Conviction Vacated in Wife’s Death, available at 
https://apnews.com/article/legal-proceedings-minnesota-prisons-
5da636f2f0b73862e016e27170edb776 
 
Breaking the Ice: Work on Wrongful Convictions Brings Honors, available at 
https://minnlawyer.com/2023/01/05/breaking-the-ice-work-on-wrongful-convictions-brings-
honors/ 
 
Minneapolis Man Who Served Five Years “Ecstatic” After Attempted Murder Charges Dropped, 
available at https://www.startribune.com/charges-dropped-against-once-imprisoned-minneapolis-
man-after-new-trial-ordered/568909152/ 
 
Citing “Ineffective” Legal Representation, Judge Vacates Attempted Murder Conviction in 
Minneapolis Shooting. available at https://www.startribune.com/judge-overturns-2015-
attempted-murder-conviction-of-man-sentenced-to-26-years-in-prison/568539862/ 
 



Innocence Project Getting a Longer Reach, available at 
http://www.startribune.com/local/90540504.html. 
 
Innocence Project Helps Free Man After 3 Years, available at 
http://wcco.com/crime/innocence.project.frees.2.1847726.html. 
 
Innocence Project Joins Camry Case, available at 
http://www.startribune.com/local/stpaul/88499587.html?elr=KArksUUUoDEy3LGDiO7aiU. 
 
U of MN Students Help Free a Man Convicted in Deadly Toyota Crash, available at 
http://www.mndaily.com/2010/08/11/u-m-students-help-free-man-convicted-deadly-toyota-
crash. 
 
A Decade Lost and a Decade Gained, available at 
http://www.startribune.com/local/stpaul/11547646.html. 
 
 

 
ACADEMIC SERVICE 

 
University of St. Thomas, Minneapolis Minnesota  

• Committee Member, Standing Committee of the University – Committee on Diversity 
and Inclusion (2024 – present)  

• Faculty Advisor, Law School – Board of Advocates (2023 - present) 
• Faculty Manager, Law School – Prosecution Initiated Resentencing Project (2023 - 2026) 
• Faculty Advisor, Law School – Criminal Law Association (2023 –2025) 
• Committee Member, Law School - Mission Award Committee (2022 - 2025)  
• Committee Member, Law School - Curriculum Opportunities Committee (2023 – 2024)  

 
 

PROFESSIONAL AWARDS 
 

Dean’s Award for Outstanding Teaching (University of St. Thomas School of Law – 2024) 
 

Jonas Justice Award (previously the Never Forgotten Award, renamed to acknowledge service as 
Legal Director for the Great North Innocence Project - 2022) 
 
Ronald I. Meshbesher Distinguished Service Award (Minnesota Association of Criminal 
Defense Attorneys – 2022) 
 

 
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE 

 
Legal Director – Great North Innocence Project (formerly Innocence Project of Minnesota), 
Minneapolis MN (2003-2022) 



 

 

• Led organization and law schools to secure the release from prison of several wrongfully 
convicted individuals through post-conviction litigation in serious felony cases many 
involving complex issues of DNA and other areas of forensic science.   

• Recruited, hired, trained and supervised legal staff, law students, pro bono attorneys, 
private investigators and experts, working on post-conviction cases.  

• Developed and supervised summer intern training program for rising second- and third-
year law students.  

• Presented in a variety of educational venues including continuing legal education courses 
on innocence related issues and develop educational materials for legal professionals and 
the public at large.  

• Made all determinations regarding which applicant cases the organization would pursue 
through intensive screening and investigation of claims of actual innocence 

• Public relations and development including drafting of news releases and expert analysis 
and commentary when contacted by news media about important issues in criminal law. 

• Research and draft statutes and work with legislators and other interested criminal justice 
professionals to bring legislative initiatives forward. Significant contribution to passage 
of the 2014 Minnesota Incarceration and Exoneration Remedies Act, the 2020 law 
requiring that uniform best practices in eyewitness identification be used by law 
enforcement throughout the state, and a 2021 law that places new requirements and 
tracking measures for the use of jailhouse informants.  

• Develop reentry plans and services for all clients released from prison.  
 
Assistant Public Defender – Second Judicial District Public Defender, St. Paul, MN (1995-
2003) 

• Tried numerous cases to verdict before juries and the bench including murder and sexual 
assault cases.   

• Represented indigent clients through all phases of felony and misdemeanor proceedings.  
• Extensive experience in motion practice, hearings, and plea negotiation. 
• Trained entering law clerks. Wrote and edited training materials. Developed calendaring 

system to handle certain types of cases in a fair and efficient manner for both clients and 
attorneys in our office.  

 
Law Clerk – Tenth Judicial District Public Defender, Buffalo, MN (1995), Hennepin County 
Attorney’s Office, Minneapolis, MN (1994), Dakota County Attorney’s Office, Hastings, MN 
(1993) 

• Represented juvenile defendants in criminal matters and parents in CHIPS and TPR 
cases.   

• Represented adult defendants in misdemeanor cases.  
• Provided research and writing for attorneys.  
• Responsible for answering citizens’ questions about the legal system and laws of 

Minnesota. 
• Researched issues and wrote for the civil division primarily on property and 

condemnation issues.  
 

 
 



COMMUNITY AND PRO BONO SERVICE  
 

• First Defense, Legal Rights Center (Pro Bono Attorney, 2026-present) 
• Pro bono and consulting work for the Great North Innocence Project, including release of 

two innocent clients and a full pardon based on innocence for another client (2022-
present) 

• Office of the Minnesota Attorney General, Conviction Review Unit (Panel Member, 
2021-2026) 

• Minnesota Trauma Recovery Institute (Board of Directors, 2021-2023) 
• Golden Valley Police Commission Task Force (Appointed Board Member, 2020-2021) 
• Hamline University, Center for Justice and Law (Steering Committee and Advisory 

Board member, 2016-2019) 
• Fourth Judicial District Ethics Committee (Ethics Investigator, 2014-2016) 


